Return to Lyonesse Technical Briefing
Setting up for Return to Lyonesse is easy. We are very relaxed and flexible, and keen to work with you to ensure a good performance.

Access. Fairly level access is desirable to help position the harp. If your venue meets disabled access criteria we will be OK. Long or steep flights of stairs are painful.

Layout. Mike and Barbara perform side by side. Mike is on the right as seen by the audience. Mike stands to play the violin, speak and sing. Barbara plays the harp seated.
Stage. Except in small rooms or venues with raked seating, a low stage is recommended. This helps the sound of the harp carry and ensures Barbara is visible. A plain floor is desirable as it helps the harpist see her strings. We have a backcloth that can be suspended behind the performers to help define the performance space and increase atmosphere.

Temperature Control. The venue temperature should be comfortable. Near the performers there should be no fires and heaters, or open doors and windows. Temperature variations and extremes can affect the tuning of violin and harp.

Noise Distractions. Noise from fans and air conditioners should be minimized. Mobile phones and walkie-talkies used for event management should be on silent ringtones.
Lighting. Return to Lyonesse is usually performed with the audience seating darkened and the performance space illuminated. If the venue has no illuminated performance space we bring two lighting towers each with a medium spread flood-light. On stage we have two electric braziers. Together the lights need one or more normal 13-amp sockets.
Acoustic Venues. In halls up to about 80-seat capacity, amplification is not normally needed, unless there are many plush curtains and carpets.

Amplified Performance. In small marquees and medium size halls we use our own P.A. All we need is 13 amp power. In larger venues simple amplification is required.

The harp has its own pickup, D.I. box, and XLR lead.

Mike brings a radio mic, base station and XLR lead to connect to the sound desk.

The venue’s electrical equipment must have up-to-date PAT certificates.

Cabling should be arranged so as to not present trip hazards.

Timing 30 minutes is required for preparation and tuning at an acoustic performance. 20 minutes extra is required for a sound check at an amplified performance. If we have to install lights, amplifiers, and back-cloth that can take another 40 minutes or so. 

Photography and Recording Photography, video or sound recording of a performance without the artists’ permission is illegal. (Section 182 of the 1988 Copyright Designs and Patents act refers.) It’s no problem, but please check with us first.
M&B@Lyngham.co.uk 

 01841 540042            07774 257545
